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Rueben Hepburn
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

most was the youth.
“I always have had an
infinity for working with
young people to help
them sort of get it right
and not make some of
the mistakes that myself
and others made as they

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Gibbs High School
community is rallying
around their beloved principal Rueben Hepburn as he
recovers in the hospital
from a serious bout of pneumonia. More than 30 students, alumni and staffers
gathered in the auditorium
Tuesday evening to pray for
his speedy recovery.
“Continue the prayers,
pray for him,” said Ija
Hawthorne, principal of the
Business, Economics, Technology, Academy program
at Gibbs. “You can never
have too many prayers and
not just for him but for the
students…Pray for the
school and the community
as a whole.”
Hepburn was the principal at Dunedin High School
before being transferred to
Gibbs halfway through the
2014-15 school year. Since
his short time as a Gladiator, grades, attendance and
morale have significantly
changed for the better.
“I love Mr. Hepburn. He
has changed my life. He has
done so much for our
school that has improved
us,” said Alexandria Givins
who first met Hepburn
when she was in the 10th
grade and is now a senior. “I
know he’s a fighter and he
won’t give up. I’m praying
that I see him May 15.”
Hepburn is out of ICU,
breathing on his own and is
hoping to leave the hospital
and go to a rehab in the next
couple of days. In fact, he’s
even been texting his staff.
“I understand him texting and inquiring about
what’s going on,” said former
Gibbs
Principal
Stephanie Adkinson. “I certainly hope he gets better
soon. I know Gibbs needs
him and misses him.”
Ardent alum Gwen
Reese organized the prayer
vigil. She said he’s a champion to the students and is
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ST. PETERSBERG –
A hush came over the
room as 25 beautiful
young ladies dressed in
all white entered into the
historic Coliseum in
downtown St. Petersburg
last Saturday, March 18.
The occasion?
Why, the Essence of
Ebony Pearls Debutante
Cotillion presented by the
ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority,

Inc., of course.
In partnership with
the Youth Development
Foundation of Pinellas
County, the sorority featured 25 lovely and multitalented ladies including
their escorts.
This social affair of
the season is the culmination of a six-month development program where
junior and senior girls engage in leadership development, etiquette, health
and wellness, poise workshops, community service projects and social
activities. Some of the

program highlights included the fashionable
Debutante Tea where the
young ladies received
words of wisdom from
distinguished
several
women in the community.
The program was also
honored to have the men
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Theta Eta Chapter assist with the escorts
and ushers.
Originally, debutantes
were young women of
marrying age being put
on display for eligible
bachelors and their families to view with marriage

in mind. Today’s debutantes aren’t looking for a
husband to secure their
futures; no, these gorgeous pearls will make
names for themselves in
fields such as medicine,
engineering and journalism.
The purpose of Saturday night’s affair was to
highlight achievements,
social grace and provide
scholarship opportunities
to Pinellas County junior
and senior high school
girls. These young ladies
See PEARLS, page 8
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SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The One80 Teen Ministry at Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist Church is serious about serving the
community. Last Saturday, March 18, more
than 6o youth participated in the ministry’s
first Servefest, where
they went out and
served their community.
From picking up
trash that littered the
streets, to mowing
lawns, to spending time
at a nursing home, the
youth got their hands
dirty and loved every
minute of it.
“We’re trying to

make sure that our kids
understand that as a part
of their Christian witness, they have a responsibility and duty to serve
humanity,” said Youth
Pastor Shawn Thomas.
When looking for an
area to serve, Thomas’
first thought was the
Bartlett Park community. He was looking for
an area with a recreation
center, a nursing home
and plenty of senior citizens living nearby. Using
the Frank Pierce Recreation Center as home
base, the teens, with
adult
supervision,
spread out through the
neighborhood
while
some stayed behind to
help out with the clothes
giveaway.
“It’s an opportunity

The One80 Teen Ministry youth making
cards for nursing home residents.
for our youth to understand the value of serving humanity,” he said.
Thomas has been a
youth pastor at Mt. Zion
for more than three
years. He always felt the
call to pastor, and the
population he loved the
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SPC accepting applications for the
Summer Enrichment Program
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – St.
Petersburg College (SPC)
is now accepting applications for its 2017 Cecil B.
Keene Summer Enrichment Program (SEP),
which seeks to assist community students to be successful in high school,
college and beyond.
La Crecia Wright, coordinator of the program,
noted that up to half of the
30 accepted applicants will
be in grades 8-10, while the
rest will be in the 11th
grade in this two-tier program. She pointed out that
“enhancing academic and
personal skills for students
to believe college is within
reach” is an aim of the SEP.
The program will run
from June 5 to July
13 and offers the opportunity for the high school juniors to take a Student Life
Skills course taught by an
SPC instructor, go on field
trips, tour college campuses, explore careers
and earn three college
credits for free.
Grades 8 through 10
will be working on group
projects and through the
SEP, all students will also
have the chance to improve

creative and critical thinking skills, ACT and SAT vocabulary, life and time
management techniques,
study and test-taking strategies and interpersonal communication skills.
The program’s instructors stress time management and organizational
skills. Meeting times are
Monday through Thursday, from 9-1 p.m. Field
trips will be on Thursdays,
which can include cultural
destinations such as museums and college tours. Parents
must
provide
transportation.
Eleventh graders must
have an unweighted GPA of
2.5 or higher, Wright explained, and need to take
the Postsecondary Education
Readiness
Test
(PERT). The aim of the
PERT is to assess academic
skills and determine college

readiness and course placement. All applicants must interview for a spot on the
summer program.
Wright underscored
that the SEP is beneficial for
the students because when
they go through the program they are better prepared for the rigorous
academics of high school
and college, and stressed
trustworthiness, responsibility, respect, integrity, diligence and leadership skills
among the character-building perks of the program.
The deadline to apply
for this limited enrollment
program is May 5. For
more information on the
2017 Cecil B. Keene Summer Enrichment Program,
visit www.spcollege.edu/cb
k/ or call (727) 341-4376.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Freedom Fund Celebration
Dear Editor:
On June 17, 2017, the St.
Petersburg Branch of the
NAACP will host its Freedom Fund Celebration on
the grounds of the historic
McCabe United Methodist
Church, 280026th Ave. S,
under a tent with guests
adorned in classy white!
I know some are saying
how is that possible? Everything is possible through the
grace of God when there is
a will to do what is pleasing
in his sight as opposed to
man’s sight.
One of the primary injustices that the NAACP is
charged to respond to is economic inequality. It is the St.
Petersburg
Branch
NAACP’s position that it is
very difficult for us to hold
government officials and the
private sector accountable
for creating economic opportunities for minorities
and women-owned businesses when we are not intentional doing the same
thing.
This year’s Freedom
Fund Celebration’s theme is
a Juneteenth Celebration,
celebrating one of the holidays associated with the
African-American experience, but also bringing attention to the reality that we
must create economic opportunities for historically
disenfranchised businesses
such as black, Hispanic and
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women-owned businesses.
We also believe that we
must take the lead in creating opportunities for excellence within our own back
yards. The media does an
exceptional job of capturing
the negativity within our
community but minimizes
or simply ignores the
plethora of talented people in
addition to activities that represent our positive experiences.
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP did not host
a Freedom Fund Celebration in 2016, a year after the
branch was revived, but instead chose to spend in excess of a year to plan to
ensure that each and every
detail could be properly attended to ensure our guests
have a memorable time and
to ensure that our purpose
was fulfilled!
Recognizing that we
needed to cultivate new
sponsors in addition to
bringing back sponsors who
have supported the branch’s
major annual fundraiser,
sponsorship packets were
sent out as early as last July.
We have been honored by
those sponsors like the
Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office, the Pinellas County
Board of County Commissioners, Lawson Funeral
Home and Duke Energy,
just to name a few who committed early to support the
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work of the NAACP through
the Freedom Fund Celebration.
Sponsorship packets,
which include various sponsorship levels, ad sizes for
the souvenir program booklet and table sponsorships
(10 seats) for only $500 are
available up until March 31!
Individual ticket sales
will go on sale April 1 and
will be available online at the
NAACP website at naacpstpete.org or through individual members at our
general membership meetings on the fourth Tuesday
of each month at the Enoch
Davis Center and by simply
mailing your check and
sponsorship/ticket requests
to P.O. Box 35123 St. Petersburg, FL 33705!
If you would like a sponsorship packet mailed or
emailed to you simply call
727-798-5361 or email President@naacp-stpete.org!
Maria L. Scruggs, President,
St. Petersburg Branch NAACP

P.O. Box 35130, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
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Email: editor@theweeklychallenger.com
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All news items, advertising copy and
related art submitted for publication
on Thursday must be received no later
than 4 p.m. Monday.

COLUMNIST’S
DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The
Weekly Challenger columnists/
advice columnists do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Weekly
Challenger. By publishing such
columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any
advice or suggestion expressed.

best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Breaking
the Cycle

WRXB radio station seeks
experienced marketing professional

REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Sales position available
with Tampa Bay’s long time
urban/gospel radio station
WRXB
WRXB RADIO is looking for an aggressive, goal
oriented salesperson to join
our winning team. WRXB
RADIO has been a leader in
the African-American community for over 40 years.
The offices of WRXB
are located in St. Petersburg near the Skyway
Bridge; however, the station is heard throughout
Tampa Bay from Sarasota
to Port Richey, from Clearwater to Lakeland and
points in between.
We want you to do one
thing and do it better than
anyone else. SELL! SELL!
SELL! Be able to close the
deal quickly, and return to
the station with a check in
your hand.
We are looking to find
that special person, is it
you?
We are looking for an
experienced sales person
who can generate new busi-

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

Praise the Lord saints.
LIVING IN AN AGE OF LIES –
Part 1
The Bible speaks a lot on lying, for
both the non believer and believer.
Eph. 4:25: Therefore, putting away
lying, “Let each one of you speak truth
with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another.”
Prov. 12:22: “Lying lips are an
abomination to the LORD, but those
who deal truthfully are His delight.”
Lying always has the intent to deceive the hearer and protect the liar.
Lies have permeated our culture, its
celebrated on TV shows. People lie
about investments to get ahead in business. It is used in nearly every vocation, even in religion. They lie in the
church with false promises so that you
give them your money. They brag on
how many people are saved and
healed, boasting on how God is using
their ministry so people are more willing to give their money to them. In fact
lying often has to do with only two
goals, power and money.
We are in the time of lying, in both
politics and religion. The lie is told so
easily and boldly and the truth is told
so weakly and inefficiently. We have
been fed lies portion by portion, piece
by piece for so long that the lie has become as the truth. And no one wants
to believe lies have encompassed the
way the church conducts her practices.
James Dresden “When a well-packaged web of lies has been sold gradually to the masses over generations,
the truth will seem utterly preposterous and its speaker a raving lunatic.”
We are inundated with so many lies we
do not know where the truth is found
anymore.
I Jn. 2:21 tells us “no lie is of the
truth.” Lies are not just the opposite of
the truth, a lie has NO truth. Lies reject honesty openness, integrity, love;
they are an assault on everything good
and holy. The tactic used to produce
the first sin from the first humans,
came from the source of all lies - Satan.
Here is what Jesus described Satan
as…John 8:44-45: “You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your
father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does
not stand in the truth, because there is
no truth in him. When he speaks a lie,
he speaks from his own resources, for
he is a liar and the father of it.
“But because I tell the truth, you do
not believe Me”.
His nature is to lie and to bring con-

fusion to those who want to understand a matter. He does this by influencing people to lose integrity and lie.
He concentrates on the areas that have
the most influence, mostly on religion
so that people do not arrive at the truth
that can save them.
There is the spirit of the world, that
lives in the natural man preventing
him from receiving any of the things of
the Spirit of God (1 Cor 2:12-14). The
spirit of the Antichrist, we are told is already in the world. (I Jn. 4:3) that denies Jesus is the Christ “is the spirit
who now works in the sons of disobedience” (Eph. 2:2). There is a spirit of
the current age that does not lead people to truth but gives them the impression they are right.
Let me make some correlations so
we can understand how the ‘spirit of
the world” is working in politics and
the church.
The most serious of dangers always come from within. This is true of
a country and is certainly true of the
church. The church has been corrupted from within in America and because of this encroachment the
political system has been affected.
Why? Because Americas spiritual beliefs (her religion) once guided and
guarded the people. The Frenchman
Alexis de Toucheville visited America
in the 1830’s said America is great because she is good. If America ceases to
be good, America will cease to be
great.” Which he determined were because of her religious views.
The peter principle is at work and
has reached its zenith. Those who are
incompetent are running things and
ruining things. Because they lack integrity and have no moral compass except their own feelings they are unable
to discern what is truth from what is
false. The decisions they make is
nearly always wrong in judgment.
Isa 59:14-15: “Justice is turned
back, and righteousness stands afar
off; for truth is fallen in the street, and
equity cannot enter. So truth fails, and
he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the LORD saw it, and
it displeased Him that there was no justice.”
Jer 7:28: “So you shall say to them,
‘This is a nation that does not obey the
voice of the LORD their God nor receive correction. Truth has perished
and has been cut off from their
mouth.’”
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD

ness by networking and
canvassing and that works
hard and is driven to make
it happen. You will be expected to be successful immediately with numerous
sales in the first few weeks,
although this is a fun and
entertaining place to work,
your employment is contingent on you being successful at a high rate.
You can achieve a great
overall salary but only if you
are a person willing to do
whatever it takes to succeed by putting in the time
and effort.
This is not a position if
you “want to be on the
radio,” you won’t be.
You will be out in the community selling commercials
to area businesses and organizations.
Only strong, motivated
candidates need apply. Advancement opportunities
are available in the future if
you are the best at what you
do and based solely on performance, not seniority.
Job Requirements:

•Previous radio, TV, adverting sales experience is
a plus, but not required
• Previous sales experience is required
•Highly motivated candidates only
•Self-starting and goal
oriented
•Must have positive
mentality
•Trustworthy, professional appearance and attitude.
•You need to be sharp
and look sharp.
•Reliable transportation needed.
Contact General Manager Ed Edwards by e-mail
at ed@wrxb.us, or by
phone at 727-865-1591.
Leave a message on the
voicemail.

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.
Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.

PICK OF THE WEEK! DOG

3 17 20

CA$H 3

219 770 375

DAYS

6-5
2-1
8-7

7-4
5-3
1-6
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
NCNW Health & Wellness Expo
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW) St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
hosted their fifth annual
Health and Wellness Expo
earlier this month at the
Enoch Davis Center.
Featuring organizations
from feeding the elderly to
kidney health, to hair loss, the
room was full of information
on how to live a healthier life.
NCNW President Thelma
Bruce said everyone hears
about eating better and exercising, but she feels there are
so many other areas that are
overlooked and that’s why
they will continue sponsoring
yearly health expos.
“The more you know, you
can do better,” stated Bruce.
“When these types of things
are reinforced, no matter
who’s doing the presentation,
we are getting the word out.”
Jana Richardson, case
manager at Healthy Start at
Johns Hopkins All Children’s
Hospital, was on hand to let
the public know about their
efforts in reducing the infant
mortality rate in the AfricanAmerican community, focusing on zip codes 33701, 33705,
33711, 33712 and 33713.
Working with women in
their childbearing years, ages
14-44, Healthy Start at Johns
Hopkins was implemented to
address identified gaps in the
system of maternal and child
health services directly linked
to health disparities in infant
mortality, pre and inter-conception care.
The program also has a
male component for men who
would like to become better
fathers.
Anyone who is thinking of
getting pregnant, is pregnant
or have an infant and is in
need of services, please contact them at (727) 767-6780.
“Our goal is to help our
babies before moms get pregnant with them because a

healthy baby starts before
pregnancy,” said Richardson.
Audry “Pat” McGhee
manned the 211 Tampa Bay
Cares table letting people
know that the service is in existence to connect individuals,
families and employees to information about critical health
and human services available in their community for
everyday needs and in times
of crisis. The service is free,
and all you have to do is dial 21-1.
Neighborly Care Network
representative
Tommy
Williams gave out information
on their health and wellness
programs for seniors and
their families. Some of their
services provided include the
Meals on Wheels program,
adult daycare and the Senior
Dining program for the elderly.
The Enoch Davis Center
is one of the sites throughout
Pinellas County that provide
activities for seniors, hot
meals and socializing activities.
“One of the things that we
forget is when seniors outlive
their family they are all alone,”
said Williams. “If you have no
neighbors or no one to check
on you, socialization is very
important.”
Neighborly Care Network
provides transportation to and
from the program, and for
those who are homebound,
the Meals on Wheels help
seniors stay independently in
their homes by supplementing their nutritional needs.
If you would like to attend
the program or would like to
volunteer and deliver meals to
homebound seniors in the
community, please call (727)
573-9444.
Marlo Scott Wilson from
the Alopecia Awareness
Tampa Bay Association informed the crowd on hand
that her nonprofit provides affordable wigs, hairpieces and
weaves for those suffering
from hair loss.
Also, for those undergo-

ing chemotherapy, radiation
or other health conditions that
cause hair loss, insurance
may be used to obtain a personalized cranial prosthesis.
The only charge to the client
is their insurance co-pay.
For more information,
please call 1-855-427-4849.
Janice Starling-Williams
gave out information on her
non-profit organization called
All Kidney Patient Support
Group, which brings awareness to kidney disease. The
group supports those living
with the disease by providing
transportation to and from
dialysis centers and with providing monetary assistance
when possible.
This Saturday, March 25
from 11-2 p.m. at the Enoch
Davis Center, All Kidney Patients Support Group will be
having an awareness event
dealing with kidney disease
and obesity. Everyone is encouraged to come out and
learn more about the disease
that
disproportionately
plagues African Americans.
For more information,
please call (727) 510-3766.
The Alzheimer’s Association was there giving out information on their programs.
Director of Client Advocacy
Program Specialist Cyrena
Duncan said the association
provides free services to the
community such as memory
screening and care consultation for family members with
a loved one who is starting to
show signs of memory loss or
have been recently diagnosed
with the disease. Consultations are free and can take
place in the home or at their
office.
“We try to be with you
every step of the way,” said
Duncan. “We have tons of resources to support a person
with the disease or caregivers.”
They also offer free educational programs throughout
the community and will come
to a church or organization to
speak on the disease.

Malo
from
Karen
Guardian ad Litem Foundation of Tampa Bay, Inc. explained that their program
gives a voice to children in the
court system. When a child
has been removed from the
home, this program guarantees a qualified and caring
adult is there to ensure that
their rights are protected at
one of the most vulnerable
times in their lives. They
serve as the child’s voice in
court and advocates exclusively for the best interest of
the child.
They are looking for volunteers to do monthly welfare
visits to the child, access what
kind of services they may
need and write a visit report
speaking on a child’s behalf.
They advocate for services
and eventual look at what’s in
the child’s best interest in
terms of reunification with the
parent or if the child should
become eligible for adoption.
For more information,
please log on to herotoachild.org or call Karen at
(727) 464-6528.
Coordinator Melvin Smith
with the Sickle Disease Association St. Petersburg Chapter
was out bringing awareness
to the debilitating disease that
affects mainly African Americans.
Sickle Cell Disease is an
inherited condition that affects
the red blood cells. It is characterized by the red blood
cells becoming sickle in shape
and stiff. Sickle cells are fragile
and break up easier than the
body can replace them, causing a person with the disease
to experience extreme pain.
The association’s mission
is to enhance the quality of life
for individuals affected by the
disease and facilitate activities
to lend economic, psychological and social support.
For more information, call
(727) 896-2355 or visit their office housed in the Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center
1344 22nd St. S.

Chef Instructor Donna Hortz with Cooking
Matters was on hand to talk about her
program, which is a free series to SNAPeligible individuals and families. Once a
week for six weeks an instructor cooks with
participants and teaches them about
nutrition and shopping on a budget. Next
series starts April 19 at Campbell Park
Recreation Center, 601 14th St. S, from 6-8
p.m. To register, please call (727) 967-0060.
See ad on page 12.

Baycare Health Systems Onsite Coordinator
Ciara Rosario and Health Educator Ava
Ceric were conducting wellness screening
that consisted of blood pressure, glucose
and cholesterol checks. Results were given
on the spot.

Sandra Grosvenor and Katrina Goodrick
from St. Anthony’s Hospital were giving out
information on their diabetes education
program. Anyone can take their two hour,
six-week long program or have a
representative come out to a community
center or church. This program is free of
charge. If interested call (727) 820-7884.

Cyrena Duncan

Janice Starling-Williams

Karen Malo

Marlo Scott-Wilson

Melvin Smith

Tommy Williams

The ladies of The National Council of Negro Women
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“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC EYE
ASSOCIATES
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
Adults
Athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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Smooth Breeze Music Festival

Beat of the city

TAMPA — The Smooth
Breeze Music Festival
Weekend will kick off Friday, March 31with Too
Smooth’s 20th annual Birthday Bash hosted by Chicago
Queen of Blues Nelly
“Tiger” Travis and co-host
KOLD, the King of Line
Dancing, with a live video
taping at Bounce Boy Event
Factory.
On Saturday, April 1, the
Smooth Breeze Music Festival will be hosted by comedian Terry Harris, featuring
R&B Artists Urban Mystic,
Williams,
Christopher
Chubb Rock, Fanta-C, with
Blues Singer Nelly “Tiger
“Travis and DJ Doctor
Doom at The Water Works
Park.
On Sunday, April 2, get
your giggle on with comedians T-Ray from BET’s
Comic View, Marvin Hunter
from Bounce TV’s “Off The
Chain” and Batman from St.
Pete will be at Bounce Boy
Event Factory in Tampa.
Featured artist Nellie
“Tiger” Travis, known as a
fiery singer whose music
comprises both contemporary blues and southern
soul, was born in the early
‘60s in Mound Bayou, Miss.
In 1992 she moved to
Chicago, where she thought
she would be living temporarily but she soon took to
the music and found a mentor by the name of Koko
Taylor, Chicago’s first
Queen of Blues. Within a
few years, Travis was a regular attraction on the
Chicago blues circuit, sharing stages with some of the

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Nellie ‘Tiger’ Travis
biggest artists on the scene
Buddy
including
Guy, Bobby Rush, Otis Clay
and Little Milton.
In 2000, Travis released
her debut album, “I Got It
Like That.” As southern
soul became a larger part of
her collection, she released
several more albums such
as “Wanna Be with You,”
“I’m a Woman” featuring a
radio hit song “Slap Yo’
Weave Off,” which gained a
loyal following in the South.
She also wrote a song to
honor her deceased mentor
Koko, titled “I’m Goin’ Out
Tonight” on her 2011 album
“I’m In Love With A Man I
Can’t Stand.”
In 2013, she scored another Southern soul hit with
“Mr. Sexy Man,” which inspired a popular line dance
in southern soul venues. By
this time, Travis was an established star in the blues

community, performing
regularly in Japan and Europe as well as the United
States.
2014 saw her released
the collection “Nellie Sings
the Blues.” From the Mississippi Delta to packed
houses in Europe, to international television appearances, Travis brings the
house down with her incomparable vocal talent and
silky smooth stage energy.
She is one of the baddest
women in Blues and a standout Southern Soul performer.
So come out and line
dance and meet Chicago’s
Queen of Blues, Ms. Nelly
“Tiger” Travis.
For tickets log onto toosmoothent.com and for more
information about the
Smooth Breeze Musical
Festival 3 Day Weekend, call
(813) 244 7474.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Expertly thwacking and
thumping his makeshift
drum kit—three plastic
buckets and a pair of
overturned metal pans—
street musician Tim
Turner provides the
heart of downtown with a
pounding yet dynamic
groove from his spot on
Central Avenue and
Third Street.
The 35 year old,
who knows his way
around the keyboards
and the saxophone, has
only been playing drums
for about a year and a
half. Though he has never
taken a formal lesson on
playing drums—he acknowledged that he has
friends who have given
him valuable pointers—he
learned from playing along
to songs spanning different genres.
“That first year I was
just studying the hip-hop
beats
and
Stuart
Copeland,” he explained,
“all the rock beats. Incubus. I just put in a whole
lot of work on tracks.
Every morning, the sun
rises and I’m out there putting in that work.”
Hailing from Richmond, Va., he is also a former St. Pete resident
and makes a point to trek
back to sunny Florida—
usually with his sax or his
drumsticks in hand—during big events that draw a
lot of visitors, such as the
Outback Bowl and the College Football National
Championship game back
in January. With his earphones in place and tip jar
close—or tip suite case—
he gets in a zone to keep
the beat to the various
songs he pulls up on his
iPod.

Mo, Alicia Keys, 50
Cent, John Mayer and the
Police are just a handful of
the varied artists whose
tracks he plays while banging out their rhythms.
“Just a little bit of
everything,” he said.
Though these performers represent a wide
range of styles, the drummers that Turner most admires are mainly jazzmen.
“I’m from the jazz
school because of the saxophone,” he said, “so
they’re more in the jazz
base like Elvin Jones, Tony
Williams, Philly Joe Jones.
Even the modern cats like
Nate Smith and Billy Kilson.”
Turner said his biggest
influences are friends of
his back in Richmond, Va.,
like Corey Fonville and
Billy Williams.
“They play with a lot of
cats up in New York,” he
said. “They’re around the
world.”
When he plays outside
venues before and after
concerts, Turner makes a
point of learning the songs
of those particular artists.
And though Turner has received his fair share of generous tips from listeners
and passersby all over the

country, one man in Charlotte, N.C. topped them all.
It was outside a B.B. King
concert where Turner was
playing.
“This dude said to me,
‘Will you be here in 45
minutes?’” Turner recalled. “I said, ‘Yeah,’ and
he got me a $3,000 saxophone! Just handed it to
me!”
The man had bought
the sax for his daughter
who never took it up,
Turner explained, so the
free saxophone wound
up being his tip.
Turner plays shows
with his various jazz bands
at clubs and bars, he said,
but he never waits around
for someone to offer him a
gig. He loves the freedom
and spontaneity the street
musician’s lifestyle affords
him as he has traveled up
and down the country.
“I can always play!” he
said. “If I want to play
drums I can play drums. If
I want to go to California
tomorrow and kick it for a
week, not only can I go to
California and kick it for a
week, I can come back
with money!”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Prayers going up for Principal Hepburn
PRINCIPAL from front page

an important part of the
community.
“He feels that we’re
his, and we feel that he’s
ours,” said Reese.
A prayer vigil was held
at a Dunedin church, but
Reese felt it was important

At Island Flavors and ‘Tings, you will find everything
you want from the Islands and more all in one location.
Grocery • Restaurant • Catering
1411 49th St. S, Gulfport, FL 33707
Main: 727-327-6416 Catering: 727-804-1849
islandflavorsandtings.vpweb.com

for South County to “join
their heart and minds together and pray for his recovery, his complete
healing and his return to
Gibbs High School.”
Wayne
Reverends
Thompson,
Watson

Haynes and Deborah
Green were all on hand to
pray for his recovery.
“He’s out of the danger, but he’s not out of the
woods,” said Reese.
“That’s why it’ never too
late to pray.”

Alexandria Givins

Ija Hawthorne

Stephanie Adkinson

Gwen Reese
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Does Your
Sprinkler
System
Need A
Check Up?
Is your sprinkler system watering as efficiently as it can?
The city is offering a free check-up to customers!
Participants in the program will receive at NO CHARGE:
• Complete sprinkler system evaluation
• Installation of a rain sensor device if one does not exist
• Suggestions that may help you save water and money

TO BE ELIGIBLE, you must be a city of St. Petersburg
water customer, and your property must:
1. Have an operating in-ground sprinkler system with timer
2. Irrigate with drinking (potable), reclaimed, or well water

APPLY NOW! SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
CALL 727-551-3177 FOR AN APPLICATION

Limited time offer. Restrictions may apply. Installation of suggested
modifications not included in this offer. Partial funding provided by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District.

ConneCt
With Us!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate

1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

The following jobs are currently available:
• Law Enforcement Officer (Job ID 12734)
• Construction Project Coordinator/Inspector (Job ID 12723)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at
140 Seventh Ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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25 young women made their debuts
PEARLS, from front page

were recognized for their
academic
achievement,
church, community and
civic involvements.
The evening’s Master of
Ceremony duties were handled by the husband and
wife duo of County Commissioner Ken Welch and
his stunning wife Donna.
The night saw waltzing, a
father-daughter dance and
the presentation of scholarships. Four of the 25 participants received over $14,
000 in scholarship awards.
Jenella Arscott
Jenella Arscott is a senior at The Boca Ciega High
School, and is a member of
the National Honor Society,
Rho Kappa Social Studies
Honor Society, Mu Alpha
Theta Math Honor Society,
Spanish Honor Society,
Girlfriends Program and
the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. Exquisite
Gems Program.
In addition, she is a
member of the Health Occupation Students of American, and in her spare time,
she plays soccer, volleyball
and participates in the Student Athletic Trainers’
Club.

parents Keith and April
Ash, and her handsome escort for the evening was
Jordan Tyler Bolds, a sophomore at Northside Christian High School.
Romari Anna Golden
Black
Romari Anna Golden
Black is a senior at Admiral
Farragut Academy, where
she is a member of the
Prom Committee and a
member of the National
Junior ROTC.
She is the captain of the
Cheerleading Club, a member of track and field team,
a member of the Multiculture Club and in her spare
time she volunteers at Starling Day Care.
After graduation from
high school, Romari plans
to attend a HBCU to major
in business administration.
Her career goal is to become a manager and CEO
of a top company and to
start her own business.

After graduation from
high school, Jenella plans to
attend Florida State University and major in pre-health
and pre-med. Her career
goal is to become a neonatal pediatrician.
Her hobbies include
playing soccer, playing volleyball, shopping and
spending time with family
and friends.
Jenella was introduced
into society by her parents
Garth and Leonora Arscott,
and her handsome escort
for the evening was Timothy A. Johnson, a senior at
The Boca Ciega High
School.
Alec’a LaKae Ash
Alec’a LaKae Ash is a
junior at The Boca Ciega
High School where she is a
member of the National
Honor Society, Thespian
Society, Tri-Music Society,
Drama Club, The Rolling
Tones, CROP and serves as
vice-president of the Choral
Ensemble.
She is in the Medical
Magnet Program, a Junior
Medical Ambassador and is
a member of the Fellowship of Christian Students
Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend the University of
Florida and major in biology. Her career goal is to
become a pediatrician.

Alec’a LaKae Ash
Her hobbies and activities include participating in
her church and singing
solos and participating in
the singing group Konnected 2 Christ.
Alec’a LaKae was introduced into society by her

Alexander Barco, a senior
at Gibbs High School.
Maya DeJesus
Maya DeJesus is a senior at The Boca Ciega High
School where she is a
member of the National
Honor Society and the Science Honor Society. She is
a student athletic trainer at
The Boca Ceiga High
School and is a member of
the school’s softball team.
After graduation from
high school, Maya plans to
attend University of Central
Florida to major in biological science and pre-med.
After completing medical
school her career goal is to
become a successful pediatrician.
Her hobbies and favorite activities include participating in various sports,
watching movies, shopping
and spending time with
family and friends.

and first aid.
After graduation from
high school, Shantana
plans to study biology or pediatric nursing. Her career
goal is to become a physical
therapist or a pediatric
nurse.
Her hobbies and activities include playing basketball, participating in track
and field, spending time
with family, listening to
music and dancing.

J’Kaelen Aunjunay
Lang
J’Kaelen Aunjunay Lang
is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School and participates in the Girl Friends
Program, Peer Mentoring
Program and is on the track
and field team. In addition,
she is an All Star Cheerleader, a member of the
Top Teens of America and
a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems Program.
After graduation from
high school, J’Kaelen plans
to attend Florida A&M University to major in nursing.
Her career goal is to become a neonatal nurse.
Her hobbies and activities include cheerleading,
dancing, shopping, spending time with family, volunteering and participating in
track.

Shantana Adriana
Headley

Azure Je’Neva Brown

Romari Anna Golden
Black

Jenella Arscott

serving as vice-president
for the Girl Service League,
a participating member of
the Key Club and serves as
treasurer for the Students
Government Association.
In addition, she is a
cheerleader, a member of
the Peer to Peer Mentoring
Program, Women In the
Making Program, serves as
a Junior Usher Program, a
member of Mu Alpha
Theta Society, CROP, Varsity Club, Oceanography
Camp for Girls and the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite
Gems Program.

Her hobbies and activities include shopping,
going to the beach and
hanging out with friends
and family.
Romari was introduced
into society by parents,
Robert Anthony and Jennifer Howard-Black, and
her handsome escort for
the evening was Oshon D.
Allen, a senior at Admiral
Farragut Academy.
Alexis Kiara Bridges
Alexis Kiara Bridges is
a senior at The Boca Ciega
High School, where she is
a member of the National
Honor Society, Science
Honor Society and Rho
Kappa Honor Society.
She is also a member of
the Girlfriends Program,
Junior ROTC, Health Occupation Students of America,
Executive Internship Program, Youth Advisory
Committee and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Exquisite Gems Program.

Alexis Kiara Bridges
After graduation from
high school, Alexis plans to
attend college to study biology, attend medical school
and complete residency to
become a pediatric surgeon.
Her hobbies and favorite activities include
cheerleading, track and
field, working and watching
Netflix.
Alexis is the daughter of
Albert and Angela Bridges,
and was introduced into society by her father and Godmother, Crystal Pruitt. Her
handsome escort for the
evening was Kendrick
Maxwell Gray, Jr., a senior
at The Boca Ciega High
School.
Azure Je’Neva Brown
Azure Je’Neva Brown is
a senior at Lakewood Senior High School, and some
of her activities include

After graduation from
high school, Azure plans to
attend college to major in
nursing. Her career goal is
to become a successful
neonatal nurse.
Her hobbies and activities include baking and
cheerleading, and spending
time with family.
Azure was introduced
into society by her parents
Larry and Beverly Brown,
and her handsome escort
for the evening was Maurice Dean Brown, a sophoat
Tallahassee
more
Community College.
Aaliyah
Antonette
Buchanan
Aaliyah
Antonette
Buchanan is a senior at
Gibbs High School where
she is a member of Pinellas
County Center for the Arts
Dance Program. She is a
member of the National
Honor Society, the National
Honor Society for High
School Scholars and the
Family Blessing Production
Senior Company.
She is the 2016 winner
of Friends of the James
Weldon Johnson Martin
Luther King Essay Contest,
the 2017 recipient of the
Brittany Bria Gordon Excellence in Achievement
Award, a member of
Moore’s Chapel AME
Church where she participates in the Youth Church
Program and a 10-yearmember of the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.
After graduation from
high school, Aaliyah plans
to attend Florida International University to major in
engineering. Her career
goal is to become an engineer and to create her own
dance technique and program.
Her hobbies and activities include creating new
things, cooking, writing,
boxing, yoga, drawing and
doing research.

Aaliyah Antonette
Buchanan
Aaliyah was introduced
into society by her parents
Allen
and
Lynette
Buchanan, and her handsome escort for the
evening was Brandon

Maya DeJesus
Maya was introduced
into society by Alfred Styles
and Roslynn Smith, and her
handsome escort for the
evening was Deven Aexander Foster, a junior at The
Boca Ciega High School.
Ajea Shania Edwards
Ajea Shania Edwards is
a senior at Gibbs High
School where she is involved in the Business, EcoTechnology
nomic,
Academy Program, Students Against Drunk Drivers
Club,
Student
Government Association,
the National Honor Society
and the Executive Internship Program.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Alabama State University to complete her
degree, followed by joining
the Air Force or Navy. Her
career goal is to become a
neonatal nurse practitioner.
Her favorite activities
include dancing, enjoying
what life has to offer and
spending time with family
and friends.

Shantana was introduced into society by Avril
and Maxine Headley, and
her handsome escort for
the evening was Dalon
Michael Wilson, a junior at
Lakewood High School.
Maya Elise Hughes
Maya Elise Hughes is a
junior at The Boca Ciega
High School Fundamental
Program. She is enrolled in
rigorous St. Petersburg
College Dual Enrollment
Courses and takes advanced placement and honors courses.
She is a member of the
National Honor Society, the
Spanish Honor Society,
AVID, the National Society
of High School Scholars, is
the secretary for St. Petersburg College Center of Excellence
National
Achiever’s Society and a
proud member of the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.

J’Kaelen Aunjunay
Lang
J’Kaelen was introduced into society by her
parents Pete and Jackie
Lang, and her handsome
escort for the evening was
Jabril Muhammad, a junior
at Clearwater Academy.
Janae Jaccarri Ledbetter
Janae Jaccarri Ledbetter is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School and is a
member of the Principal
Advisory Club and the Girl
Friends Program.
After graduation from
high school, Janae plans to
attend Florida A&M University and plans to major in
mass communication. Her
career goal is to become a
journalist and activist and to
inspire young girls to make
a difference in the world.
Her hobbies include
writing, shopping, traveling
and spending time with
friends and family.

Maya Elise Hughes

Ajea Shania Edwards
Ajea was introduced
into society by her parents
John’Ta and Karen Edwards, and her handsome
escort for the evening was
John’Ta Lamar Edwards, II,
a sophomore at St. Petersburg College.
Shantana
Adriana
Headley
Shantana
Adriana
Headley is a junior at The
Boca Ciega High School.
Her special school program
and activities include her
membership in the National Honor Society and
the National Society of
High School Scholars. She
is a recipient of the Dr. Mac
J. Williams, Sr. Scholars
and the recipient of the Academic Excellence Award.
In addition, she is a
member of the AVID Program, the varsity basketball
team and is certified in CPR

Maya serves on the
Homecoming Committee,
the Student Advisory Committee and Pirate to Pirate
mentoring and completed
100 hours of community
service at Clothes2Kids.
After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida A&M University to major in English
education and administration, with a minor in
African-American Studies.
She plans to continue her
education and obtain a master’s and doctorate degree
in higher education at
Howard University. Her career goal is to become a
higher education administrator and eventually become president of a
Historical Black College or
University.
Her activities and hobbies include shopping, dining at new local restaurants,
hanging out with friends
and family, traveling and attending her brother’s
lacrosse and football
games.
Maya was introduced
into society by her parents
Michael
and
Stacey
Hughes, and her handsome escort for the
evening was Timothy
Von’Eric Garner, a junior at
Gibbs High School PCCA
Program.

Janae Jaccarri
Ledbetter
Janae is the daughter of
La’Rona Morehead and the
late Jermaine Ledbetter.
She was introduced into society by Lincoln and
La’Rona Morehead, and
her handsome escort for
the evening was Joshua
Alan Williams, a junior at
The Boca Ciega High
School.
Peyton
Javone
Lockley
Peyton Javone Lockley
is a junior at Gibbs Senior
High School where she is
involved in the BETA Program, a dancer with Kali
Kali Dance Company, varsity football and basketball.
In addition, she is a
cheerleader, a member of
Gibbs track team, a team
member at Publix, a continuous honor roll student and
a member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems Program.
After graduation from
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high school, Peyton plans
to attend Howard University and obtain a degree in
clinical psychology. Her career goal is to become a
clinical psychologist.

church, dancing, drawing
and playing sports.

Ja’Lissa Jeannette
Lyons

Peyton Javone Lockley

Her hobbies and activities include dancing, reading, playing around with
hair and makeup and
spending time with family
and friends.
Peyton was introduced
into society by her parents
Ryan and Ottesha Williams,
and her handsome escort
for the evening was Antario
DaSan Washington, a junior
at Gibbs High School.
Cierra Nikole Lynch
Cierra Nikole Lynch is
a senior a Lakewood Senior
High School where she is a
member of AVID, the College Reach Out Program,
Florida Business Leaders of
American and Lakewood
Health Squad.
She is also a member of
the Florida Business Leaders of America, Women in
the Making Program and
the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems Program.
After graduation from
high school, Cierra plans to
attend St. Petersburg College and major in business
management. Her career
goal is to own a cooking
business or working in customer service.
Her favorite hobbies
and activities include working with others to make a
difference, cooking, and
spending time with family
and friends.

Ja’Lissa was introduced
into society by her parents
George and Jeannette
Lyons, and her handsome
escort for the evening was
Anthony Harrel, a junior at
Gibbs High School.
Taylor Brennae McDonald
Taylor Brennae McDonald is a senior at Lakewood High School and
participates in the FBLA
Program, College Prep 101
Program and the Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.
After graduating from
high school, Taylor plans to
attend Florida A&M University. After completing
her degree, her career goal
is to become a prominent
realtor.
Her hobbies and activities include striving to become
a
professional
makeup artist, shopping
and spending time with
family and friends.

Desurae Vanessa
Pittman

Taylor Brennae
McDonald

Cierra Nikole Lynch
Cierra was introduced
into society by her parents
Nicholas and Claire Lynch,
and her handsome escort
for the evening was
Malachi D. Walker, Jr., who
is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School.
Ja’Lissa
Jeannette
Lyons
Ja’Lissa
Jeannette
Lyons is a junior at Lakewood High School where
she is a member of the National High School Scholars
Society, the National
Achievers Society and Journalism Quill and Scroll.
In addition, she is a
Youth Ambassador, a team
member winner of the 2017
Brain Bowl Math Competition, a member of Christ
Gospel Church Praise
Team Ministry, a member
of the Teen Setting Mentoring Program and a proud
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems Program.
After graduating from
high school, Ja’Lissa plans
to attend college and study
criminal justice. Her career
goal is to become a police
officer in the Federal Government Home Security
Department.
Her hobbies and favorite activities include
singing at home and

high school, Alexis plans to
attend Spelman College to
major in biology and minor
in women’s studies. Her career goal is to become an
anesthesiologist and open
her own women and children medical facility.
Her hobbies and favorite activities include
horseback riding, traveling,
participating in community
service projects and mentoring.
Alexis was introduced
into society by her parents
Benjamin and Stephanie
Lawson, and her handsome
escort for the evening was
Rylan C. Freeman, who is a
senior at Lakewood High
School.
Desurae
Vanessa
Pittman
Desurae
Vanessa
Pittman is a junior at Gibbs
High School, where her activities include membership
in the National Honor Society, first chair of second violins in the orchestra,
varsity cheerleading, a
member of Students
Against Destructive Decisions and the book club.
After graduation from
high school, Desurae plans
to attend the University of
Central Florida to major in
nursing. Her career goal is
to become a nurse and to
help people in need.

Taylor was introduced
into society by her parents
Donald and Ondra McDonald, and her escort for
the evening was Bryan
Quincy Ray, a senior at
Lakewood High School.
Alexis Simone Peterson
Alexis Simone Peterson is a senior at St. Petersburg Collegiate High
School, where she serves
as president of Top Teens
of America, is a member of
the National Honor Society,
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and the Interact Club.

Her hobbies include
playing basketball, playing
the drums, singing, and
spending time with family
and friends.
Desurae was introduced into society by Willie
Webb and Gwendolyn
Webb, and her handsome
escort for the evening was
David James Merck, a
sophomore at Lakewood
High School.
Cherise
Nicole
Richardson
Nicole Cherise Richardson is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School where
she is a member of the Science National Honor Society, the National Honor
Society, and the National
Society of High School
Scholars.
She is also a member of
the Girlfriends of Pinellas
County Program, President
of the Suncoast Chapter of
Jack and Jill of America, Incorporated, a Suncoast
Hospice Volunteer and a
honored member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.

Alexis Simone Peterson

She is also vice president of the Suncoast Chapter of Jack and Jill of
America, Incorporated, a
member of the United Way
Women’s Leadership Program, Barnes Scholarship
semi-finalist, a member of
the Junior Florida Morticians Association, a member of the Vivean Coe
Richards Leadership Academy, a two time recipient of
the Dr. Mac J. Williams
Award for Academic Excellence and founder of
C.O.L.O.R.S. Camp for
girls.
After graduation from

Nicole Cherise
Richardson
After graduation from
college, Nicole plans to attend Hampton or Xavier
University to major in biology. Her career goal is to
become a dermatologist.
Her activities include
lots of shopping and spending time with family and
friends.
Nicole was introduced
into society by her parents
John and Athena Richard-

son, and her handsome escort for the evening is
Bernard K. Jackson, II, a
senior at Lakewood High
School.
Cyrel Robinson
Cyrel Robinson is a senior at Gibbs High School
where she attends the Business, Economics, Technology Academy. She is also a
member of the cheerleading squad, a former member of Kali Kali Dance
Company and a member of
Trinity
Presbyterian
Church.
After graduation from
high school she plans to attend Florida A & M University to major in biology. Her
career goal is to become a
physical therapist.

Multicultural Club.
In addition, she is a
member of the National
Honor Society and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.
Following graduation
from high school, Jenna
plans to attend Howard
University to study mass
communications and media
studies. Her career goal is
to become a sports reporter at ESPN or a BET
Television personality.

world.
Her hobbies and activities include serving and giving back to the community,
reading books, writing and
spending time with family
and friends.

Marissa Emani Stubbs

Jenna Leigh Smith

Cyrel Robinson
Her hobbies and activities include, dancing, sleeping, shopping and spending
time with family and
friends.
Cyrel was introduced
into society by her parents
Hendri and Cheryl Robinson, and her handsome escort for the evening was
Quandale Inman, a senior
at Gibbs High School.
Madison Alexandria
Rock
Madison Alexandria
Rock is a junior at The Boca
Ciega Center for Wellness
and Medical Professional
High School where she is a
member of the Varsity
Swim Team and ranked
16th in her district. She is
an athletic trainer for the
wrestling team, a member
of Junior ROTC where she
received a national award
for her leadership skills.
She is a hospice volunteer and a member of the
Street Ministry Team to
feed the homeless. Madison is a certified lifeguard
and a proud member of
Delta Sigma Theta Gems
Program.

Her hobbies and activities include playing volleyball, traveling and spending
time with family and
friends.
Jenna was introduced
into society by her parents
Jeff and Tracey Smith, and
her handsome escort for
the evening is Tyre McClendon, a junior at St. Petersburg High School.
Ericka Voncia Still
Ericka Voncia Still is a
senior at The Boca Ciega
High School Center for
Wellness and Medical Profession. She is a member of
the Science National Honor
Society, the National Honor
Society, and Tri-M Music
Honor Society.
In addition, Ericka is
president of the Vocal Choir
Program, is a battalion
commander in the Army
Junior ROTC Program and
is a proud member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems
Program.

Je’Neice Yvonne
Talbert

Ericka Voncia Still

Madison Alexandria
Rock
After graduation from
high school, she plans to
continue her participation
in the ROTC Program, attend Georgia Southern
University and major in
nursing. Her career goal is
to become a nurse and
Commissioned Officer in
the United States Army.
She enjoys dancing, listening to music, traveling,
and spending time with
family and friends.
Madison Alexandria
Rock was introduced into
society by her parents
David and Candace Rock,
and her handsome escort
for the evening was Leo Anthony Passley, Jr., a junior
class member at Lakewood
High School.
Jenna Leigh Smith
Jenna Leigh Smith is a
senior at St. Petersburg
High School where she is
captain of the varsity volleyball team, president of the
FAST Program, a member
of the Young Democrats
Club and a member of the

Marissa is the daughter
of Marty Kennedy and Mr.
& Mrs. Emanuel Stubbs.
She was introduced into society by Marty and Felecia
Kennedy, and her handsome escort for the
evening was Zion Emanuel
Roland, a junior at Admiral
Farragut Academy.
Je’Neice
Yvonne
Talbert
Je’Neice Yvonne Talbert is a junior at The Boca
Ciega High School, is a
member in the Junior
ROTC Program and is the
2016 recipient of the Dr.
Mack J. Williams Academic
Excellence Award.
She is a musician for
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, a member of the
Daughters of Imani Program and is a volunteer at
VA Bay Pines Hospital and
the Next Step Pregnancy
Center. In addition, Je’Neice has earned the Purple
Belt in Tae Kwon Do.

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend Florida A&M University and major in physical
therapy. Her career goal is
to become a physical therapist or athletic trainer for a
sports team.
She enjoys dancing,
signing, giving back to the
community, and spending
time with family and
friends.
Ericka was introduced
into society by her parents
Clifford and Arilee Still, and
her handsome escort for
the evening was Timothy
James Goolsby, a senior at
The Boca Ciega High
School.
Marissa
Emani
Stubbs
Marissa Emani Stubbs
is a senior at The Boca
Ciega High School where
she is a tutor for freshmen
and an active member in
the Christian Club.
She is also a member of
the AVID Leadership
Team, a member of the Volleyball Team and an active
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Exquisite Gems Program.
After graduation from
high school, Marissa plans
to attend Florida A&M University to major in communication and journalism.
Her plan is to have her own
television show and to inspire people all around the

After graduation from
high school, she plans to attend the University of
South Florida to complete
requirements for the physical therapy program. Her
career goal is to become a
physical therapist in the
United States Air Force.
Her hobbies and activities include shopping,
hanging out with friends
and playing the piano.
Je’Neice was introduced into society by her
parents Jerome and Bridgette Talbert, and her
handsome escort for the
evening was Ramon Cortez
Moss Jr. a senior at The
Boca Ciega High.
The following debutantes were recognized
for their achievements:
Miss Debutante 2017 Miss Alexis Peterson
Miss First Attendant
2017 - Miss Nicole Richardson
Miss Second Attendant
2017 - Miss Maya Hughes
Miss Third Attendant
2015 - Miss Ja’Neice Talbert
Miss Community Service 2017 - Miss Madison
Rock
Miss Congeniality 2017
– Miss Jenna Smith
Miss Supreme Spirit
2017- Miss Maya DeJesus
Deborah Figgs-Sanders
and Lena Wilfalk served as
the chairs of the event. Cassandra Williams is the president of the Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter.
To learn more about the
Zeta Upsilon Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, visit www.zuochapter.org.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the patterned growth of human excellence and good character
through building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.......................................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study)...................................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ..............12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

3762 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg • 727-327-8483

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Recovery Ministry
“…David recovered all (I Samuel
30:19).”
On Sunday, March 26 at 11:45 am Unity
Temple of Truth Church will launch its Recovery Ministry. At the end of 2016, the
Holy Spirit placed it on my heart to establish
a Recovery Ministry as one of our goals for
2017. Before I was able to share this divine
idea with our congregation, a few members
of the church came to me at separate times
with the same idea. All of us were hearing,
seeing and sensing the same thing because
there is only one mind, Divine Mind.
Although many clergypersons do not
discuss recovery, it is a much-needed ministry in the church. Whether we are a part
of a 12 Step Program or not, the truth is that
we are all in recovery from something. Recovery is nothing to be ashamed of because
we will always be recovering from something as long as we are on earth (a relationship, substance, behavior or event).
Many of us are in the church suffering
in silence from the disease of addiction. Because of our titles, positions or how long we
have been attending services, we don’t want
anyone to know that we are wrestling with
gambling, overeating, overspending or sexual addiction. We feel that we are the only

ones battling with drugs, alcohol or cigarettes. When we bring our struggles out of
the darkness of shame, guilt and condemnation, we feel the light of God’s love and experience freedom.
There are several benefits for sharing
our testimonies of recovery. Sharing removes the feeling of isolation and establishes a support system. When we share
our stories, people connect with us on a
deeper level and are able to relate to us new
and different ways. Sharing also gives people the assurance that if we were able to be
victorious over our addictions that they can
be successful as well. When we tell how we
have overcome, we also become a resource
for others who desire help (literature,
prayer, meeting times and locations).
David and his Israeli army were in a war
with the Amalekites and they lost everything. Through their faith and their works,
they were able to recover all that they lost
(James 2:17). We, too, can recover from anything if we are willing to admit that we have
an issue and work on it. It is God’s desire
that all of his children live holistically
healthy, balanced and well-rounded lives.
Recovery is one key to making this vision a
reality.

First Mt. Zion
First Mount Zion will be a delicious hot fish sandwich 1121 22nd St. S., St. Peterssponsoring a fish fry on Sat- and enjoy the fellowship burg.
urday, March 25, 9:30 am-2 among friends.
Rev. Wallace Elliott, Sr. is
pm. Come out and purchase
The church is located at pastor.

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March
Mar 21-24 - Progressive
M & E Baptist State Convention in Panama City, FL
Mar 26 - St. Mark M. B. C.

presents its Annual Men in
Harmony Concert at 4 p.m.
Various Male Choirs from
throughout the Community
will be participating; Men
Giving God all the praisePsalm 100
Mar 31 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting at
7 p.m.
Coming April events
Apr 8 - Body Builder’s
Bowling Outing 4 - 8 p.m. at
Sunrise Bowling located at
6393 9th St. N. This is a time
for fun and fellowship
Apr 29 - St. Mark 4th Annual Mission Awards Luncheon
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30 a.m.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. Children
in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF - Need
a place to call home, we're not
perfect, all of us have sinned
and fallen short, you can
come here just as you are,
seeking a Word from the
Lord,
great
Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7:00 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment, alittle something full of Fun and
Spiritual designed just for the
children and Preaching is
what you desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”,
will hold
their regular Worship Sunday
Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at
9:30 am. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor and the Official
Board stand ready to WELCOME YOU.
March at the Ship
WOMEN AND COLORECTAL
CANCER
AWARENES (THE COLOR
PURPLE) MONTH
Please Join US at “The
Ship” at the 10:45 am Worship
Service, a Real place to be for
these Real times.
March 1, 2017, WE begin
our Forty (40) Days of Fast-

ing ending April 9, 2017,
which is Psalm Sunday.
Please secure your Daniel
Fasting Information on the
Resource Table. Where your
health permits. To join us in
selecting to Fast one or two of
the following Food Items:
Sweets, Seafood, Salt, Sugar,
Starches, Sodas, Steaks (All
RED Meats) and Social
Media. THE LILY MEMORIAL MINISTRY: The Time
has come once again to Remember our Love One(s)
with the Gift of an Easter Lily
that will be displays at the
Altar. Please see Sis. Bessie
Davenport to place your
Order. Contact the Church
Office at (727) 906-8300.
Mon., March 27 at 7 pm –
98th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY MEETING. PLEASE
BE PRESENT AND ON
TIME. THANK YOU.
Sat., April 8 – THE EVANGELISM FISHING TRIP
HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED, PLEASE MARK
YOUR CALENDARS.
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
FRIENDSHIP IS GETTING READY TO HOST
THE CONGRESS – JULY 1821, 2017 – MARK YOU CALENDARS.
FLORIDA
GENERAL
BAPTIST CONVENTION,
INC.

The Women's Auxiliary
Churches are asked to start
collecting your WHITE TOWELS AND WASHCLOTHS.
The Florida General Baptist Convention, Inc., 142nd
Annual Session, April 3-7,
2017 — Embassy Suites
Hotel, Kissimmee, Florida Dr. Larry G. Mills, Pastor of
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist
Church – Orlando, will
preach the Opening Message, Monday, April 3, 2017 at
10:00 am. - Make preparation
and Mark your Calendars.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712
Church Office: 727-906-8300 EMail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our
Facebook page Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

HISTORIC BETHEL A.M.E. CHURCH
ST. PETERSBURG
SEEKING CANDIDATES FOR
CHURCH SECRETARY POSITION.
Must have strong computer and social media skills with strong
organizational and office management proficiencies.
Secondary Education, college graduate or equivalent work
related experience with 4 to 5 years preferred. Submit resume to
historicbethelstpete@gmail.com by Saturday, April 1, 2017.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Servefest: Youth serving their community
DIVERSITY, from front page

were growing up,” he said.
“If we can get them to do it
right and really teach and
train them… our church,
our community and our society is in good hands moving forward.”
The ministry tries not

to have too many events
just at the church. Their
goal is to get out into the
community so they can
help awaken a social consciousness in the youth.
With the motto of
“being spiritually con-

nected, socially conscious,
smart and cultured,”
Thomas feels they are
doing a good job in instilling those qualities.
One part of the morning’s festivities led the
youth over to the South

Heritage Health & Rehabilitation Center to spend
time with the nursing
home patients. Close to a
dozen residents came to
watch the kids sing praises
and listened to the Word of
God.

Names were collected
and each resident present
received a handcrafted
card from the kids at the
end of the workday.
“They know what goes
on in their community and
they’re active in making a

difference and making a
change,” finished Thomas.
The youth ministry was
joined by members of City
On A Hill Church and
youth from the AKA
AKAdemy
and
the
Pathfinders program.

